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SOME IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS OF MILUTIN MILANKOVIC’S
LIFE AND WORK (1904 - 1938)

V. MILICEVIC
Geoinstitute. Rovingska 12, 11000 Belgrade, Yugoslavie

Abstract. In this paper are shown some important datas and documents of Milutin Mi-
lankovié’s lile and work. Tn the same time these six selected documents are very significant
ol national and scientific riches.

The most famous Serhian astronomer. climatologist and geophysics is Milutin Mi-
lankovi¢ (1879-1958), although he was the Hrst civil engineer (Vienna, 1902). Two
years later Malutin Milankovié (see Fig. 1) finished his study in Vienna, too, and he
became the frst Serbian doctor of telinical science. The title of his PhD thesis was
"Beitrag zir Theorie der Druckkurven” and we can tind that document (transcript
of a dipfoma) in the Archive of the Serbian Acadeny of Science and Arts in Belgrade
(Fig. 2, docient 1).

Since 1909 until 1958 Milutin Milankovié lived and worked in Belgrade, exept dur-
ing the World War | when he was living n Budapest. For his mathematical and
astronomical theory of cliimatic changes and others wiertts, Milutin Milnakovié has
becarne corresponding member of the Academy of the Natural Sciences (APN) of the
serbian Royal Academy, on March 7ih, 1920 (Fig. 3, document 2). In that time pres-
ident of Academy was Jovan Zujovié, founder of geology and geological investigations
in Serbia.

After fourteen years successful work like as a full professor of the Belgrade Univer-
sity, Milankovié has got Royal Order the Saint Sava. 3rd degree, It was on June 25,
1923 (Fig. 4. document 3).

Milutin Milankovi¢ became full member of the Academy of the Natural Sciences
of the Serbian Royal of Academy on March 7th. 1925, exactly after three yvears of his
proclamation for corresponding member (INig. 5, document. 4). In that time president
of Academy was Jovan Cvijié, one of the singers Milankovié’s dociment for selected
at extraordinarily professor of the Belgrade University.

On December 16th, 1926 Ministry of Civil Engeneering authorized Milntin Mi-
lankovi¢ and he can public practice on all over the theritory of country (Fig. 6, doc-
ument 5). During this year Milankovié accepted an invitation by the Air Force Coin-
mand for cooperating in the construction of inilitary airfields in six atrfields (Zemun,
Panéevo, Nraljevo, Skoplje, Mostar and Zagreb). Althongh he has many obligations
at Belgrade University and Academny, Milankovié never forgot his lirst occupational.

King ol Yugoslavia Petar |1 Karadjordjevié on December 20th, 1938 awarded a dec-

oratton Milutin Milankovi¢ the Royal Order of Yugoslavia Crown, 3rd degree (Fig. 7,
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docurient, 6). Milankovié¢ obtained the medal for his whole work in science, professor-
ship, innovations etc.

All these original docuiments there are in the Archive of the Serbian Academy of
Scinece and Arts in Belgrade with number 10131, Before his death, Milankovié¢ testa-
mented docurnents to the Academy. These are important only, selected by personal
view. Although small review select documents, they are very significant for his life
and his development way in science. During his life Milankovié already passed the
border of his country. The documents demon- strate close connection with Serbia
where Milankovi¢ lived and worked around sixty years.

After 1938 Milankovi¢ printed his famous book ™ Kanon der Erdbestrahlung und
seine Anwendung auf das Eiszeitenproblem”, (english translate as Canon of [nsolation
and the Tce-age Probleny). but only last year we have Serbian translate as "Kawou

ocyndaBatba 3emMine”.
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Mapyiiiann Mapansebmls
1879 ~ 1958,

Fig. 1. Milutin Milankovié (1879 - 1958), the great Serbian astronomer,
climatologist and geophysics (paper G. Samoijlov, 1955, Archive of the
Serbian Academy of Science and Arts, No. 10131).
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Fig. 2. Copy of Milutin Milankovi¢'s diploma - the first Serbian doctor
of lehnical science.
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Fig. 3. Document of corresponding member of the Academy of the Natural
Sciences of the Serbian Royal Academy (March 7, 1920).
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Fig. 4. The Royal Order of Saint Sava, 3rd degree (June 25, 1923).
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Fig. 5. Document of full member of the Academy of the Natural Sciences
of the Serbian Royal Academy (March 7, 1925).
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Fig. 6. The authorized of Ministry of Civil Engeneering (December 16, 1926).
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Fig. 7. The Royal Order of Yugoslavia Crown, 3rd degree (December 20, 1938).
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